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GOLDEN 


N later pages will be found our report of the 
()) coicen Jubilee Dinner of the London and 

Southern Junior Gas Association held at the 
Caxton Hall, London, on Friday last. The occasion, a 
memorable one in the annals of the Association, was a 
most happy affair and the President, Mr. J. D. C. 
Woodall, and the Association were honoured by the 
presence of many distinguished guests and must have 
been greatly encouraged by what Colonel H. C. Smith, 
Chairman of the Gas Council, said about the Council’s 
support of the Association’s aims and endeavours. 
Colonel Smith expressed the view that, whatever the 
problems involved in the transition of the gas industry 
from private and local government control to nationali- 
sation, and whatever were the opinions of nationalisa- 
tion as a policy, eventually the industry would emerge 
greater than ever before and would offer greater chances 
and fuller opportunities to the young men who entered 
into its service. And in mentioning adjustments which 
had to be made in the changed circumstances, Colonel 
Smith referred especially to ‘ loyalties "—loyalties to the 
chief, to the junior, to the colleague, and to one’s own 
self, this being the essential starting point from which 
the other three loyalties would flow automatically. 


Much has happened since H. D. Madden, in company 
with a few others, including Walter Grafton and J. M. 
Campbell, walking in St. Paul’s Churchyard early in 
1902, discussed and inspired the formation of a junior 
gas association in London—the second of its kind, 
following Manchester which had founded an association 
to cover its district four years previously. At the first 
annual general meeting of the London and Southern 
Junior Gas Association a membership of 50 was 
recorded, and from this beginning the Association has 
grown steadily to develop into the largest of the junior 
gas associations, covering a large section of Southern 
England with London as its centre. There are now 650 
members drawn largely from the North Thames, South 


JUBILEE 


Eastern, Eastern, and Southern gas boards. The work 
of the Association has been very valuable indeed from 
many angles and its influence has been far-reaching. 
From the technical aspects its proceedings have vastly 
enriched the gas industry’s literature; from the human 
aspect, in forming and cementing friendships, in pro- 
viding an informal platform for discussion of common 
problems, in encouraging enthusiasm and moral, it has 
been no less worth while. And it is good for the gas 
industry that the work continues unabated and with full 
purpose and that in the year of its Golden Jubilee the 
Association is so manifestly assured of the interest and 
support of the industry’s leaders. 


The London and Southern Junior Gas Association 
can, in 1952, take legitimate pride in its achievements, 
its vigour, its initiative. It was the first of the junior 
associations to incorporate in its membership rules the 
possession of Certificates of the Institution of Gas Engi- 
neers as a qualification. It is the first of the junior 
associations to admit ladies into its ranks. A few years 
ago the rules were amended—in our view most wisely— 
to admit members of the technical staffs of manufac- 
turers of plant and appliances serving the industry, sub- 
ject to their possessing requisite technical qualifications. 
There has been practical encouragement of the ‘ student 
member,’ and now we have a new class of member- 
ship—that of the ‘retired member,’ enabling those no 
longer engaged actively in the industry to retain their 
link with the Association and to maintain their friend- 
ships made over the year. At the Golden Jubilee Dinner 
last Friday the Gas Council, area board chiefs, the 
Institution of Gas Engineers, and the other junior gas 
associations throughout the country combined to con- 
gratulate the London and Southern Association and to 
speed its future activities. And to this demonstration of 
affection and good will we would add our own good 
wishes to the Association, whose work over the years 
has been recorded in the Journal and whose future work 
will find its rightful place in our pages. 
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CHEMICAL ENGINEERING 


HEMICAL engineering—the fourth primary 
C technology—though a newcomer, is not competi- 

tive with the older branches of engineering, but is 
complementary to them. Dependent in many ways on 
the other branches, it is destined to play an increasing 
part in the competitive strength of British industry. Few 
can disagree with this view expressed by Sir Harold 
Hartley in his Presidential Address last Friday to the 
Institution of Chemical Engineers. The twentieth cen- 
tury has seen a vast expansion of the chemical 
industry and the invasion of chemical techniques in the 
processing of many natural products, including the 
carbonisation and gasification of coal; and as a result 
there has developed ‘a distinct body of science which 
is fundamental and peculiar to chemical engineering.’ 


Sir Harold Hartley, impressed as:he is with the excel- 
lence of the courses in chemical engineering which exist 
in this country and by the friendly and co-operative 
relations obtaining be.ween chemical engineers and the 
older schools of chemistry and engineering, commented 
that the number of courses in chemical engineering in 
the United States is exceeded only by those in civil, 
electrical, and mechanical engineering. In 1949-50 the 
number of first degrees granted in chemical engineering 
was 4,529. Many Americans believe that these large 
numbers have had an important bearing on the rapid 
progress of industry in the United States. The annual 
output of chemical engineers from all sources in this 
country between 1950 and 1954 is estimated at 200. 
The gap, Sir Hartley maintains, is far too large to be 
dealt with by any new technological university, and 
that wherever chemical engineering courses are now 
given, undergraduates should have the opportunity of 
studying chemical engineering if they so desire. 


The recently-published report of the Committee on 
Chemical Engineering Research, appointed to report 
on the position of chemical engineering research in this 
country, concluded that existing facilities are inadequate 
for the purpose of the chemical and allied industries 
as a whole. Sir Harold Hartley is convinced that the 
conclusions of this Committee did not go far enough. 
He is certain that the analysis of the results of plant 
operation would throw up gaps in our knowledge which 
can only be filled by experimental investigations on 
large-scale pilot plant which are needed to get the full 
constructive value from the analytical survey of plant 
operation proposed. Until we recover the initiative 
in chemical plant design and construction we shall be 
forced to buy the ‘know-how’ at a high cost from 
abroad, and it will not be the latest ‘know-how.’ We 
can only regain the needed initiative by analytical and 
synthetic research, for the co-ordination and application 
of which a central organisation specially adapted for the 
purpose is needed. Without it ‘we shall not benefit 
from the results of our own scientific research which in 
the past has so often been exploited abroad.’ The 
Cremer Committee decided that the analytical approach 
requires a central organisation where, under some co- 
operative scheme with industry, the data from large scale 
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operations could be collected, analysed, and quickly 
made available as a basis for plant design. 


Turning to energy, Sir Harold Hartley referred to the 
close correlation between energy consumption per head 
and the average real income in many countries. With 
the gradual exhaustion of fossil fuels, hopes are based 
on the use of nuclear energy in the future. Whether 
these hopes are likely to be fulfilled, Sir Hartley did 
not venture to predict, but he is certain that their fulfil- 
ment will depend on chemical engineering. In the 
meantime we have solar energy as a more potent and 
ever-present source of energy. With the depletion of 
fossil fuels the day will come, he said, when man must 
harness the sun’s rays. And however it comes, the 
techniques of chemical engineering will again play their 
part. 


HELP OR HINDRANCE 


AS consultative councils are much more than 
(| canta for the ventilation of consumers’ 

grievances or collections of people who perfunc- 
torily apply the rubber stamp of approval to the 
decisions of the area boards. From their inception 
despite the fact that we have sometimes wondered why 
particular individuals were ever nominated for member- 
ship—we have regarded them as potential sources of 
real help to the area boards in framing their price 
structures to suit, as far as rising costs will permit. 
the circumstances of the various classes of consumers 
they represent. Our view that they have steadily 
applied themselves to this important aspect of their 
work was strengthened the other day when Mr. C. H. 
Chester, in seeking and obtaining the South Western 
Gas Consultative Council’s acceptance of his Board's 
latest tariff proposals, involving an average increase of 
0.84d. per therm in the price of gas, acknowledged the 
valuable assistance of members of the Council who had 
sat with the Board’s chief officers on a joint committee 
and exchanged frank and constructive criticisms and 
suggestions. Mr. Chester also spoke appreciatively of 
the manner in which the local committees had given the 
Board the benefit of their local knowledge. Admitting 
that the Board cannot please everybody, Mr. Chester 


went on to deplore the action of ‘a small minority of 


irresponsible people . . . determined to raise all sorts 
of difficulties on every conceivable occasion. 
Responsible officers spend a lot of time dealing with 
criticisms, however ill-founded they may be. Pinpricks 
tend to kill the spirit and initiative of officers who have 
given excellent service to the industry, both before and 
since nationalisation, and Mr. Chester declared that it 
would be a tragedy if the splendid spirit which has been 
a feature of the industry was in any way impaired, to 
the detriment of consumers’ interests. 


Having talked in some detail about the new coal price 
structure to give the Council an idea of the serious 
problems the Board was up against, and over which it 
had at the moment little control, Mr. Chester explained 
the Board’s long term budget, based on present prices, 
an output somewhat in excess of that for the year just 
ended, and the new tariffs operating from June |. 
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Assuming all present-day conditions as to costs, sales, 
and tariffs, he estimated that in 1954 the Board would 
be working to an annual surplus of about £250,000, to 
be applied towards setting up a reserve fund as required 
by the Gas Act. Such improvement in the Board’s 
affairs will not have been achieved by overcharging. 
On the contrary, the Board will have borne practically 
one-third of the increased costs arising since vesting 
day and will have increased the price of gas sufficient 
to provide the remaining two-thirds. 


INDIFFERENT COAL PROSPECTS 


THE Economic Survey classes as an urgent necessity the 
greatest possible increase in coal output. The portents for 
increased production this year, however, are far from good. 
In the first 16 weeks of 1952 the output of mined coal 
has been only 350,000 tons more than in the same period 
last year. And last winter’s weather conditions did not 
interfere with transport. Nearly 9,000 more miners have 
been employed this year, 1,400 more working at the face. 
Rather more shifts a week have been worked and there 
has been a slight fall in absenteeism. Yet the output a 
shift of all miners has fallen short of the figure for the 
corresponding period of 1951. It is very difficult to under- 
stand. In a leader on the subject recently The Times made 
two points of interest. ‘The industry,’ it stated, ‘com- 
plains of a lack of trained mining engineers and mine 
managers. A number—some of considerable eminence— 
have left the industry since nationalisation, and the new 
organisation uses many in purely administrative work. The 
question must be asked whether the present organisation 
uses scarce experts to the best advantage.’ The second 
point concerned the exclusion of Italian miners, which 
indicates that there is nothing like full co-operation from 
the miners to increase production. What is needed is the 
removal of handicaps of organisation and attitude. 


COMPLAINT COPYRIGHT 


WE do not as a rule see eye to eye with our friend ‘ Meteor ’ 
of the Electrical Times; but we are on common ground in 
relation to the functions of our two industries’ consultative 
councils. ‘Meteor’ draws attention to a complication 
which is, apparently, liable to arise as a result of revealing 
the name of a complainant at a consultative council meet- 
ing which is open to the Press. It seems that the copy- 
right of a complainant’s letter to a consultative council 
remains in his possession, and if it is revealed to the Press 
at a meeting and subsequently published an action may lie 
for infringement. As ‘Meteor’ observes, consultative 
councils are as sensitive to the threat of legal proceedings as 
any other public body, but it would be a great pity if, as 
a result of this position, the outspokenness that has 
enlivened some consultative council meetings has to be 
toned down by careful phrasing to ensure that the Press 
and public cannot recognise who is being discussed. This 
question of copyright is a point which has probably not 
occurred to all consultative councils, but we join with our 
contemporary in thinking that councils are not likely to 
be panicked by an isolated case with some unusual features. 
There is already an unfortunate tendency for councils to 
go into secret session, for no very obvious reason, on 
certain subjects, and it would be a regrettable step if this 
tendency were extended into the field of consumer com- 
plaints which, after all, is one of the primary functions 
Oo! consultative councils. 


GAS JOURNAL 247 


ASPECTS OF NATIONALISATION 


Dr. A. M. DE NeEuMAN, who regularly attends the meetings 
of as many of the gas consultative councils as he can 
manage, and whose Economic Organisation of the British 
Coal Industry was published some time ago, reviews the 
operations of the gas industry and its obligations to other 
nationalised industries in his new book on The Economic 
Aspects of Nationalisation in Great Britain (Students’ 
Bookshops, Ltd., Cambridge, 8s. 6d.). While the obliga- 
tions to other industries look impressive on paper he points 
out that the various nationalisation Acts offer no answer 
to the question of how the boards are to consult, nor do 
they offer an answer to the question as to what will happen 
if for example a gas board does not agree to a request 
made by the National Coal Board. There is no statutory 
machinery for co-ordinating the activities and interests of 
various corporations, although innumerable contacts exist 
at various levels of the boards’ hierarchies. Concluding 
with a warning to his readers not to be contented with 
external statutory facades, Dr. de Nueman points out that 
the nationalisation Acts have enunciated certain important 
principles but those principles do not in themselves estab- 
lish any clear ‘style’ of economic behaviour of the cor- 
porations. They are too few and far between. The boards 
of public corporations can easily drive a coach and four 
through them if they choose, take almost any direction 
they like, and still be safely within the statutes. 


‘UNFAIR TO HOUSEHOLDERS’ 


THE Chamber of Coal Traders, in a statement of evidence 
to the Ridley Committee, urges that in the domestic field 
there should be a reversal of recent policy of transferring 
domestic and commercial requirements for regular space 
and water heating from solid fuel to gas and electricity. 
Such policy was causing unfairness and hardship among 
householders, whose supplies of solid fuel had never been 
lower than they were to-day, and was constantly threatening 
industrial production and recovery either by depriving 
industry of power or by compelling it to resort to hamper- 
ing load-spreading. The key to a properly integrated fuel 
policy—domestic and industrial—was the restoration of 
solid fuel as the mainstay of the domestic and commercial 
space and water heating load and positive action to pro- 
mote its use in modern appliances. Not less than 5 mill. 
tons of additional coal should be allocated to the house 
coal programme to bring it up to 35 mill. tons a year. 


The use of electricity for space heating, water heating, 
and cooking should, in the opinion of the Chamber, be 
discouraged. Gas should be preferred to electricity for 
space and water heating for short periods. No restriction 
should be placed on the use of gas for cooking, and con- 
sumers should have effective freedom of choice in this field 
between gas and solid fuel. The use of modern solid fuel 
appliances should be stimulated by the installation of such 
appliances for regular space and water heating, and storage 
accommodation for at least 30 cwt. of solid fuel in all new 
dwellings; approved standards of insulation in new dwell- 
ings; making the payment of subsidies on local authority 
houses dependent on these requirements being carried out. 


METHANE FOR TOWN GAS SUPPLY 


NEGOTIATIONS are in progress between the Wales Gas 
Board and the National Coal Board for the utilisation for 
town gas supply of the methane evolved from the coal 
seams at the Point of Ayr colliery which is at the extreme 
north-west of Wales on the Dees-side coast. The methane 
drainage system at the Point of Ayr is old established— 
it has been in operation for nearly 60 years—and it is an 
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exceptional case presenting particular and unusual features. 
The system was described recently in a most interesting 
paper to the Chemical Engineering Group of the Society 
of Chemical Industry by Dr. D. W. Gillings, of the Central 
Establishment of the N.C.B. The shaft is sunk at the 
water’s edge and a number of coal seams have been worked 
in the area under the river Dee. There is a great deal of 
workable coal in this colliery, many seams being close 
together and of quite substantial thickness. For years it 
has been found that as the shafts and workings are extended 
from one seam to a seam below enormous quantities of 
gas are yielded. It has long been the practice during the 
working of one seam to put down a series of boreholes 
to the seam below and to take the gas obtained to the 
surface. The gas is present in these coal seams at pressures 
up to 30 atm. and can flow for years without interruption 
at a rate which diminishes only very slowly from about 
300 cu. ft. per minute, the ultimate exhaustion of the holes 
taking often more than 10 years. The colliery boilers are 
fired with methane and sufficient gas is available, Dr. 
Gillings explained, to provide all the colliery power. This 
releases several hundred tons of coal per week and reduces 
the cost of operating the mine. No other condition, he 
added, has been observed at any other mine which is really 
in any way comparable with the high pressure gas emission 
at Point of Ayr. 


Personal 


Mr. J. W. Raine, Chief Chemist and Technical Assistant, 
Stretford, North Western Gas Board, has been appointed Chief 
Chemist, Coventry District, West Midlands Gas Board. 


> > > 


Mr. Peter J. Penfold has joined the staff of Cheltenham 
Meters, Ltd., Cheltenham, as a Sales Representative for the 
South West of England, Wales, and the West Midlands. 


> > > 


Mr. H. W. Bosworth, A.M.1.£.£, Chairman of Lancashire 
Dynamo Holdings Ltd., and Lancashire Dynamo and Crypto 
(Mfg.) Ltd., has recently returned from a six months business 
tour of Australia and New Zealand, and on his outward voyage 
he also visited Ceylon. During his tour Mr. Bosworth met 
leading Government and municipal officials and industrialists. 
including the directors of the companies representing Lanca- 
shire Dynamo group interests. He was impressed with the 
development taking place in all the countries he visited and 
the opportunities for the sale of high quality British products. 


> > > 


Mr. M. J. Noone, until now Chief Engineer to Whessoe Ltd.. 
Darlington, has been appointed to the new post of Manager 
of Operations. In this appointment Mr. Noone will be 
responsible for all activities of the Company leading to the 
successful carrying through of contracts, guiding and co-ordi- 
nating the work of the departments principally concerned. 
These include the Whessoe Company’s drawing office, engi- 
neering, works, and erection departments. As a member of 
the higher management, Mr. Noone will have responsibility 
for the Company’s policy and organisation in this sphere. Mr. 
Noone joined Whessoe in 1934 as a designer. He _ subse- 
quently became welding engineer, chief draughtsman, and was 
promoted to Chief Engineer in 1942. 


> > > 


Mr. E. P. Hotchen, M.SC. (TECH.), has been awarded the Sixth 
Arthur Duckham Research Fellowship. The Fellow will be 
required, for a period not exceeding 12 months, to carry out 
as a member of an international team sponsored by the 
Flame Radiation Research Committee, under the chairman- 
ship of Professor O. A. Saunders, D.sc., approved investiga- 
tions on radiation from flames in industrial scale experimental 
furnaces, in Holland and Sweden. Mr. Hotchen obtained an 
Honours Degree in Mechanical Engineering at Manchester 
University and subsequently, as Clayton Fellow of the Insti- 
tution of Mechanical Engineers, carried out post-graduate 
research in the Mechanical Engineering Department of the 
Faculty of Technology. He was latterly research engineer 
with Babcock and Wilcox, Ltd. 
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Mr. J. G. Eminton, formerly of the London Head Office of 
Keith Blackman, Ltd., has been transferred to Bristol. Initially 
the area he will cover is west of a line Banbury-Witney- 
Salisbury-Poole-Swanage, and enquiries from this area should 
be addressed to Mr. Eminton at 13, West Dene, Westbury-on- 
Trym, Bristol. (Telephone: Stoke Bishop 82519). 


Diary 


May 1-3.—East Midlands Gas Board: Staff Conference, Skeg- 
ness, 

May 2.—North of England Section, I.G.E.: Annual Genera] 
Meeting, Three Tuns Hotel, Durham, 11 a.m. Paper by 
Mr. F. Bunting, Chief Accountant, Northern Gas Board. 


May 5-6.—Combustion Engineering Association: Annual Con- 
ference, Palace Hotel, Buxton. 


May 5-16.—British Industries Fair, Castle Bromwich. Gas 
Council stand No. D. 641/540; Coke Department stand 
No. D.643. 


May 8-9.—Wales and Monmouthshire Section, I.G.E.: Spring 
Meeting, Royal Gatehouse Hotel, Tenby. 


May 9.—London and Southern Juniors: ‘Design in Copper 
Tubing,’ H. T. Wright (North Thames), 178, Edgware 
Road, 6.30 p.m. 


May 10.—Scottish Juniors (Eastern): Annual General Meet- 
ing, Dunfermline. 

May 14.—Western Juniors: Visit to Strachan and Henshaw. 
Ltd., Bristol. Paper by Mr. Grossmith (Strachan and 
Henshaw, Ltd.). 


May 16.—Scottish Juniors (Western): Visit to Parkinson Stove 
Co., Ltd., Birmingham. 


May 16-17.—British Gas Staff Association: Annual Confer- 
ence, Harrogate. 


May 19.—Eastern G.C.C.: Connaught Rooms, W.C.2. 2 p.m. 


May 20.—London and Counties Coke Sales Circle: Annual 
General Meeting, Holborn Restaurant, 2.30 p.m. 


May 20.—London and Southern Section, I.G.E.: Spring 
General Meeting, Chairman’s Address by Dr. A. E. 
Haffner, 17, Grosvenor Crescent, 2.30 p.m. 


May 20-23.—Illuminating Engineering Society; Summer Meet- 
ing, Eastbourne. 

May 21.—South Western Section, 1.G.E.: * Present Day Dis- 
tribution Procedure,’ R. Marsh. At Plymouth. 


May 21.—London and Southern Juniors: Visit to works of 
Benham and Sons, Ltd., Wandsworth, 2.30 p.m. 


May 21.—Manchester Juniors: Visit to W. J. Jenkins & Co.., 
Ltd., Beehive Works, Retford. 


May 21.—Yorkshire Juniors: Visit to works of Whessoe. 
Ltd., Darlington. ‘The Contractors’ Place in the Gas 
Industry,’ K. W. Francombe. (Whessoe, Ltd.) 


May 21.—Northern Juniors: Special Speaker Meeting, ‘ The 
1948 Gas Act and the Works Manager,’ John F. Jackson, 
Secretary, Northern Gas Board; at Middlesbrough. 


May 24.—Eastern Juniors: Annual General Meeting, Stamford, 
followed by afternoon visit to places of interest. Ladies 
invited. 

May 24.—Scottish Juniors (Western): President’s Day visit to 
Stirling gasworks. 


May 26.—West Midlands G.C.C.: Dudley Room, Queen’s 
Hotel, Birmingham, 2.30 p.m. 


May 27-30.—Institution of Gas Engineers: 89th Annual General 
Meeting, London. 


On Wednesday, April 23, Straker Bros., Ltd., printers of the 
Gas Journal, entertained nearly 100 of their customers and 
friends to lunch at the Burford Bridge Hotel, Dorking. After- 
wards, organised parties were conveyed to the works of their 
incorporated Company, Adlard & Son, Ltd., Dorking. Adlards 
first started in the printing trade in 1766, and visitors last week 
were able to see the efficient manner in which the works, which 
specialises in high class scientific printing, had been modernised 
and extended so as to be able to give even better service to 
present customers and to welcome fresh enquiries. Adlards 
have been the printers of Gas Service, the monthly sister 
publication of the Gas Journal, for many years. 
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Jack O’Leary, a 25-year-old Wales Gas 
Board employee at Tredegar, lost his 
life in a vain attempt to save his mate, 
Jom Harris, also of Tredegar. O’Leary 
and Harris were sent to investigate an 
escape of gas at a main. When Harris did 
not return from the manhole O’Leary 
went down to try to get him out. The 
bodies of both men were recovered. 


A Jury’s Rider that precautions should 
be taken to detect leakages in gas pipes 
was rejected by the Coroner, Mr. J. C. 
Ottaway, at St. Albans. Accepting the 
verdict of ‘accidental death’ on an old 
couple found gassed, the Coroner said 
about the rider: ‘I think it unwise as an 
official rider. It is dealing with rather 
technical points on which there has not 
been much technical evidence.’ 


Mr. J. H. Gibbons, of Main Water 
Heaters, Ltd., in a recent series of talks 
to the personnel of the West Midlands 
Gas Board at Stone, Congleton, Leek, 
Cheadle, Uttoxeter, Stafford, and Haen- 
ley, stressed the value of the water heat- 
ing load to the gas industry and dealt 
with the many factors governing correct 
installation, regulation and use of gas 
water heating appliances. Mr. Gibbons’ 
talks were followed by lively discussions. 


Househo!d Coal Stocks.—In the 
House of Commons on Monday last, Mr. 
Geoffrey Lloyd, Minister of Fuel and 
Power, said that in view of the increasing 
shortage of large coal due to the exten- 
sion of machine mining, the building up 
of house coal stocks depended primarily 
on obtaining an increased output from 
the mines. He was anxious that house- 
holders should stock up as much as pos- 
sible during the summer—of course. 
within the maximum permitted quantity. 


The First Convention of its kind ever 
to be held in Britain will take place at 
Ashborne Hill Leamington, on May 13 
and 14, to consider what is, in effect, 
a new basic engineering material—glass- 
reinforced plastics. The purpose of the 
convention is objective discussion on the 
widest possible basis of the manufacture, 
application and future of these new 
Structural materials. Unfortunately only 
160 people can be accommodated, but 
the organisers—Fibreglass, Ltd—have 
taken great care to ensure that the 
invitations are as representative as pos- 
sible. Sir Hugh Chance (Chairman of 
Chance Brothers) will preside. 


Nearly 100 Schoolgirls from eight 
Hornsey schools entered for a cookery 
competition organised by Miss K. Bos- 
well, Home Service Organiser for the 
North Thames Gas Board’s North 
Western Division, in co-operation with 
the local educational authorities. Prizes 
of book tokens were given to the prize- 
winners in each of the age groups into 
which the competition was divided, 
and cookery books were given to the 
competitors whose entries were highly 
commended. The entries were judged by 
Miss Boswell, assisted by Miss Mackin- 
ley, and the prizes were presented by 
Mrs. Mortimore, wife of the Hornsey 
District Manager, Mr. K. L. Mortimore. 
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News in Brief 


To Encourage Wider Use of Films 
about the gas industry, the Gas Council 
has recently decided to make no charge 
for the loan of its films for showing by 
area boards, and also to make a con- 
siderable reduction in the price for the 
purchase of prints of the films by the 
boards. It has for long been the prac- 
tice to make no charge for the hire of 
these films to borrowers from outside 
the industry. The Gas Council’s hire 
service has been expanding rapidly in 
recent years, the total number of borrow- 
ings in 1951 having reached almost 8,000. 


Postage by Airmail——The Universal 
Postal Congress, to be held in Brussels 
next month, will be asked to consider 
proposals put forward by the Interna- 
tional Chamber of Commerce. These 
proposals, while calling for the reduc- 
tion of rates in certain cases, mainly 
stress the value of introducing new faci- 
lities for users. It is urged that air mail 
be increasingly regarded as the normal 
means of dispatch and that such trans- 
port without surcharge should be intro- 
duced generally. The widest possible 
adoption by Governments of an interna- 
tionally accepted definition of ‘samples 
without value’ is also stressed. 


Preliminary Work has Begun on a 
£2 mill. coke oven plant at Burnmoor, 
Co. Durham, which will increase Sun- 
derland’s gas supplies. The new plant 
will consist of 52 coke ovens and asso- 
ciated machinery for by-products and 
is expected to be operating in three 
years time. The weekly output of the 
new plant will be about 5,000 tons of 
coke, compared with the present plant’s 
output of 3,000 tons. It will be one of 
the most up-to-date in the country. 
covering four acres and drawing coal 
from Lambton ‘D,’ Lady Anne, and 
Herrington pits in the vicinity. A num- 
ber of pit heaps will be eliminated in 
the work of clearing and levelling the 
site for the new plant. 


Lancashire Dynamo Switchgear, Ltd., 
a company specialising in the manufac- 
ture of switchgear, has been established 
by the Lancashire Dynamo organisation 
to give effect to the increased produc- 
tion of an extended range of heavy in- 
dustrial fuse switches and switchboards. 
Production has been established at 
Bridgwater, Somerset. This develop- 
ment follows the transfer of the manu- 
facture of heavy industrial switchgear 
and switchboards from the Wimbledon 
works of Foster Transformers and 
Switchgear, Ltd. (another Lancashire 
Dynamo company) to Bridgwater in 
June of last year. The range of equip- 
ment manufactured by the new com- 
pany will comprise 25 MVA _ interna- 
tionally tested fuse-switches in capacities 
from 30 to 400 amps. and ‘unit to unit’ 
heavy industrial switchboards specially 
designed for customers’ individual 
requirements. 


Gas Company to Pay 
£3,300 Damages 


HE widow and family of Patrick 

M’Quade, hairdresser, Enniskillen, 
who was found dead in his shop from 
carbon monoxide poisoning on December 
28, 1950, were. awarded £3,300 by consent 
in the Ulster High Court on April 22 in 
an action against the Enniskillen Gas 
Company. 


Plaintiff's counsel, announcing the 
settlement, said the case would have been 
that there had been a smell of escaping 
gas in the shop from about the end of 
November. Complaints had been made 
from time to time but no steps were 
taken till about Christmas when some 
temporary repairs were carried out. 
Negligence in the maintenance of the 
mains was alleged. 


The widow is to receive £1,200, the 
balance to be divided over her seven 
children. 


Innoxa Barrier Creams 


O coincide with the introduction by 

Innoxa Laboratories of new book- 
lets on skin hazards encountered in con- 
nection with mining, rubber and plastics, 
tar and pitch, the Company’s barrier 
creams applicable in those industries 
were demonstrated to representatives of 
the gas and other industries at the New 
Bond Street salon on April 17. 


The formule of these barrier creams, 
which were first introduced during the 
war to counteract dermatitis among 
factory workers, have been revised and 
improved still further. Special booklets 
have been produced for each section of 
industry in which the various materials 
used in manufacturing processes necessi- 
tate these ‘invisible gloves’ to protect 
the hands and, in some cases, also the 
faces of the workers. There can be no 
such thing as an efficient universal bar- 
rier cream—hence this specialised 
approach. 


At the demonstration we saw hands, 
previously protected with a specific bar- 
rier cream, brought into contact with 
dangerous chemicals, lubricating oils. 
and other industrial hazards without 
coming to any harm whatever. A strong 
solution of hydrochloric acid in which 
a piece of zinc burnt lustily away had 
no effect at all on a bare hand (pre- 
viously protected with the right barrier 
cream) completely immersed in the dan- 
gerous liquid. 


A cross section of the industrial 
hazards encountered in the gas industry 
was demonstrated in conjunction with 
the appropriate barrier cream and ques- 
tions were answered by Mr. Alberman, 
the Company’s Managing Director, and 
his sons. Dr. Kenneth and Mr. Michael 
Alberman; Mr. R. A. Lodge, General 
Manager of Innoxa, and Mr. A. S. 
Hughes, Chief Sales Executive of Innoxa 
Barrier Creams. 
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Consultative Council Publicity 


[XN spite of the period that consul- 
tative councils have been in exis- 
tence there is among the general pub- 
lic a surprising lack of knowledge of 
their functions and, indeed, of the fact 
that they exist at all. The reasons 
for this are three-fold: Councils 
themselves are not always sufficiently 
publicity-minded; area gas boards do 
not always do all they might to pub- 
licise the existence of their councils; 
and the Press, for the very good 
reason that consultative council busi- 
ness does not very often ‘hit the 
headlines,’ naturally tends to limit 
reports to brief back-page para- 
graphs, if they are mentioned at all. 


The subject was raised in the House 
at Question Time on April 21 when 
Mr. FRANK BESwick (Uxbridge) asked 
the Minister of Fuel and Power if he 
would make regulations to enable the 
various consultative councils of the gas 
industry to publicise their own existence 
and, in particular, to ensure that full 
details of the composition and powers 
of the councils should be exhibited in 
all gas showrooms and other suitable 
premises. On receiving the reply that 
this suggestion did not require any new 
regulations, Mr. Beswick urged the 
Minister to see that steps are taken to 
publicise the composition and powers of 
these councils. Although it had been 
done in the North Thames area, he 
added, thanks to the vigilance of his 
constituents, would the Minister see that 
similar steps were taken elsewhere? 


Mr. LiLoyp observed that the circum- 
stances of the councils varied and they 
were taking steps suited to their 
districts. 


Fuel-Saving Equipment 


Major WiLtt1AM Hicks BEACH (Chel- 
tenham) asked the Minister when details 
were likely to be available of the 
Government’s proposed loan of £1 mill. 
to firms to facilitate the installation of 
approved fuel-saving equipment. Mr. 
LLoypD, in a written answer, said he 
hoped to publish details of the scheme 
before the end of May. 


Bank Advances to Nationalised 
Industries 


To those of us who find our bank 
managers unsympathetic towards our 
requests for even quite modest over- 
drafts, the financing of nationalised in- 
dustries by bank advances to the tune 
of £140 mill. may come as something 
of a shock. It evidently came as a 
shock, too, to Mr. GERALD NABARRO 
(Kidderminster) and prompted him to 
seek enlightenment in the House as to 
what Treasury control is exercised over 
such gigantic advances. What further 
sums would be permitted, he asked the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and when 
would re-financing of these industries 
be carried out and by what means? 


In reply to this searching question, 
the Financial Secretary to the Treasury 
(Mr. JOHN BoybD-CARPENTER) assured 
Mr. Nabarro that a board could not, 
as it were, just walk into its local bank 
and arrange an overdraft for a few mil- 
lions on note of hand. Before approv- 
ing temporary borrowing from the 
banks the Treasury, in consultation with 
the Minister concerned, satisfies itself 
that the advances are really necessary 
to enable the nationalised industries to 
carry out their approved capital pro- 
grammes and generally to discharge 
their functions as defined in the rele- 
vant Acts. The gas industry may be 
relieved to know that borrowings by 
the B.E.A. account for a very large part 
of the present total—and these, of 
course, are in process of being funded 
by a public stock issue on not unattrac- 
tive terms. 


Speculators in the gilt-edged market 
will draw few useful inferences from 
Mr. Boyd-Carpenter’s guarded  state- 
ment that it was not possible to fore- 
cast what further bank advances would 
be necessary, and that it would not be 
in the public interest to disclose the 
intentions in regard to either the timing 
or the method of re-financing existing 
advances. 


Mr. NABARRO sought an_ assurance 
that, quite apart from the legitimate 
needs for capital expenditure and ex- 
pansion by the nationalised industries. 
due discretion and control are exercised 
over further loans to them in accord- 
ance with the policy of restriction exer- 
cised by the joint stock banks over 
private industry. Mr. Boyd-Carpenter 
replied that his hon. Friend would 
appreciate that full control was 
envisaged. 


Mr. EMANUEL SHINWELL (Easington) 
chose this moment to fire what might 
appear to be a somewhat irrelevant 
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‘supplementary. Evidently having 
taken quite seriously the drawing which 
accompanied Parliamentary notes on 
page 205 of the Journal of April 23, 
he asked if the hon. Gentleman would 
do everything he possibly could to pre- 
vent some of his hon. Friends sabotag- 
ing these nationalised industries. 


However, the FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
said this was not a dispute into which 
he would like to enter with the hon. 
Gentleman. 


South Eastern Gas Board 


Mr. Lioyp (Minister of Fuel and 
Power), in answer to a question by Sir 
Herbert Williams (Croydon, East, C.), 
about the expenditure on the offices of 
the South Eastern Gas Board at Croydon, 
said he had heard from the Director of 
Public Prosecutions, to whom he referred 
the matter, that in his opinion there was 
no ground to warrant prosecution or for 
suggesting that any one concerned with 
the work done at the Board’s head- 
quarters was not acting in good faith, or 
that the work was not substantially in 
accordance with the specifications that 
were approved. 


The South Eastern Gas Board has 
issued the following statement: 


The work done in the building at 
Katherine Street, Croydon, was necessary 
and was carried out with due regard to 
economy. The building, which was un- 
finished when taken over, was designed 
originally for the Croydon Gas Company 
serving about 100,000 consumers over a 
district of about 70 square miles. When 
the Board was formed to supply gas to 
14 mill. consumers over an area of 3,300 
square miles it was decided that space 
for an office could be provided most 
cheaply by finishing and making full use 
of this existing building. The showroom, 
first floor, and most of the second floor 
are still used for the staff serving Croy- 
don and other East Surrey districts. Chief 
office staff, nearly all coming from 
former gas undertakings in the area, are 
now housed on the upper floors of the 
building, although some departments 
have had to remain at other offices in 
South London until room can be found 
for them at Croydon. 


COMPANY NEWS 


HORSELEY BRIDGE 


The Board of Horseley Bridge and 
Thomas Piggott, Ltd., has decided to 
close accounts at March 31, 1952, a 
period of nine months. Carter-Horseley 
(Engineers) has decided to run a 15- 
month period to March 31, 1952, so that 
first yearly consolidated accounts will 
be produced for a period ending March 
31, 1953. 


WHESSOE 


Applications as of right for the issue 
by Whessoe of 400,000 ordinary shares 
of 5s. each at 15s. per share amounted 
to nearly 98% of the issue, leaving only 
8.400 shares available against excess 
applications for 215,000 shares. These 
8.400 shares have been allocated as 
follows:—Applications up to 200 shares 
in full, 200/300, 50%; 300/400, 20%; 
400/500, 10%; upwards of 500. nil. 





PRIMITIVA GAS 


Because of the expropriation of the 
assets of the Primitiva Gas Company of 
Buenos Aires, by the Argentine Govern- 
ment in 1945, the Company made a loss 
for the year ended December 31, 1951. 
of £10,145. compared with £14,753 for 
the preceding year. The loss for 1951 
has been offset by a transfer from general 
reserve. The Argentine courts have not 
yet assessed the amount of compensa- 
tion to be awarded to the Company for 
the expropriation of its assets in Buenos 
Aires. The claim advanced by the 
Municipality of the City of Buenos Aires 
for alleged ‘excess’ profits under the 
former municipal contract has been given 
against the Company in the Courts, but 
further legal action by the Company !s 
being considered. In these circumstances 
the Directors are again unable to recom- 
mend the payment of a dividend on the 
ordinary shares. 
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CATERING EXHIBITIONS IN THE SOUTH WEST 





Mr. Fe 


HE Southern division of the 

South Western Gas Board serves 
an area which is one of the most popu- 
lar holiday districts in the country. 
The potential business which exists in 
supplying and maintaining the necessary 
fuel and appliance requirements of the 
caterers in this district has always been 
realised, and exhibitions of catering 
appliances have been organised in the 
various Sub-divisions. A programme 
was arranged to stage the exhibitions 
at Looe, Torquay, Newquay, Ilfra- 
combe, Exmouth, and Taunton. 


The co-operation of three major gas 
appliance manufacturers was _ sought 
with the result that Radiation Ltd., R. 
& A. Main, Ltd., and James Stott & Co.. 
Ltd., arranged to supply such appliances 
as were necessary. 


On the Radio 


At Newquay the exhibition was in 
the Cliffdene Hotel. During the week 
the Newquay Hotels’ Association 
arranged to hold its monthly meeting at 
the hotel and the Chairman of the Asso- 
ciation was received by Mr. T. L. 
Tallentire, Manager of the South Corn- 
wall sub-division. At the meeting, mem- 
bers were addressed by Mr. W. T. Lane. 
Divisional Publicity Officer, on ‘Gas in 
the Catering Industry... The occasion 
of this exhibition and the visit of the 
Newquay Hotels’ Association were also 
referred to in the B.B.C.’s ‘ News in the 
West’ programme. 


Similar arrangements were made for 
the exhibition at Torquay, when the 
Chairman of the Torquay Hotels” Asso- 
ciation, Major G. F. Edmonds, M.B.E., 
J.P., was received by Mr. J. W. Denton, 
Manager of the Torquay sub-division. 
At the Taunton exhibition, Mr. P. 
Chapman, Manager of the Castle Hotel. 
Taunton, was invited to undertake the 
official opening ceremony, and in his 
remarks expressed appreciation of the 
value that the gas industry was giving 


Ls the catering industry in the South 
est. 


Final results of these exhibitions will 
not, of course, be felt for the time being, 


Rowlands (Catering Specialist Representative) 
demonstrates a new Bartlett café set to an interested 
audience. 


as many enquiries for catering appli- 
ances may not be finalised for some 
little time. However, the actual sales 
which took place at the exhibitions were 
well over £4,000, which may be regarded 





A general view of the exhibition hall at Torquay showing 
the special section arranged for the benefit of smaller 
caterers. 


as reasonably satisfactory. Another 
important feature of the exhibitions was 
to impress upon caterers the services 
offered by the Board in_ kitchen 
planning. 





South Western Pressure Problems 


T a meeting of the Taunton Local 

Committee of the South Western 
Gas Consultative Council on April 18, 
presided over by Council A. W. Loveys, 
Mr. T. W. Jackson, Manager of the 
Taunton Sub-Division, said that since the 
last meeting his explanation of an iso- 
lated instance of below-standard gas at 
Ilminster had been questioned. He 
had therefore met Councillor Cornelius 
and Mr. B. Cooper, Clerk of the Council, 
and shown them records which substan- 
tiated what he had said. They had been 
satisfied that where complaints had arisen 
it was the condition of the piping within 
the consumer’s premises which some- 
times caused inadequate pressure. This 
was reported to the last meeting of the 
Ilminster Urban District Council who 
accepted the results of the further 
enquiry. 


Mr. Jackson said an allegation of 
deficiencies in the quality was a very 
serious charge which, if substantiated, 
rendered the Gas Board liable to penal- 
ties. In fact the output at Ilminster was 
a credit to the unit. Where poor pres- 
sure was being experienced he wished 
the consumer would notify the Board. 


A complaint by a Taunton consumer 
at the abolition of the special domestic 
rate to those who used gas for all cooking 
and water heating purposes was reported. 
The Committee was told that there never 
had been a contract to continue the 
special terms indefinitely. The Board’s 
simplified tariff structure had abolished 
hundreds of special and varying prices 
throughout the area. This was due 
largely to the obligation under the 
Gas Act, 1948. not to show undue 
discrimination or preference in the 
matter of prices to any _ person 
or class of persons. The Commit- 


tee were not prepared to support the 
complaint. 

Alderman Farthing referred to the Gas 
Board’s policy not to supply gas fires 
with rubber connections and pointed out 
that other traders did not so _ restrict 
themselves. 


Mr. Jackson said it was in the con- 
sumer’s interest that gas apparatus should 
be fitted in a way that reduced the possi- 
bilities of accidents, particularly fatal 
ones. 

Consideration was given to the new 
tariffs that will take effect next June and 
which had been approved recently by 
the Consultative Council. It was noted 
that for a large part of the sub-division 
there would be no increase in the price 
of gas to domestic consumers and the 
effects of the forthcoming changes else- 
where were discussed. The Board had 
adopted the recommendations of the 
local committee in its price zoning. 

Councillor Deeley enquired when the 
effects of the Board’s integration plans 
and other economy measures would 
affect gas prices. He was answered that 
they were already doing so for they off- 
set to a considerable extent the higher 
costs the Board had to meet. Those 
higher costs were not passed in full to 
gas consumers. 


Italian Gas Workers, it is reported 
from Rome, are stopping work for two 
days in every four until their wage 
demands are met. 

The Trade Statistics for January. 1952, 
issued by the Central Statistics Office in 
the Republic of Ireland, show imports of 
17.093 tons of gas coal, valued at 
£106,053. The whole of this tonnage 
came from Great Britain. 
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Our photographs (above) show, on the left, the old gasworks which supplied the community of Whitland, and, on the right, thi 
Mallet plant house and the butane storage section. Below (left) can be seen the electrical control panel for the Mallet plant, 
and (right) the Mallet plant mixing unit. 





THE WHITLAND EXPERIMENT 


Liverpool, the Thames, and so on, 
is exercising very great interest in the 
gas industry. From the technical 
angle we shall before long hear a 
great deal about the application of 
propane-butane to town gas supply, 
the Institution of Gas Engineers pro- 
viding a platform. And this appli- 
cation does not necessarily imply the 
adoption of the systems put into 
practice in Wales. 


We feel sure that the ‘ Whitland 
Experiment’ augurs well for a better 
understanding between the gas in- 
dustry and the oil industry. The 
Chairman of the Wales Gas Board, 
Mr. T. Mervyn Jones, has co- 
operated with the oil industry, in his 
particular case with the Anglo- 
Iranian. There is room, of course, 

N the Gas Journal of March 19 we 

recorded a first-hand impression of 
the ‘Whitland Experiment’ of the 
Wales Gas Board. The experiment 
was undertaken to satisfy the needs 
of a very small community consisting 
for the most part of railway workers 
and those engaged in agriculture. 
Our visit to Whitland left us with 
the feeling of a sense of purpose 
there, and, as we have already re- 
corded, it is altogether to the good 
that the results at Whitland are being 
made available to all area boards. 
Indeed, during our visit there were 
several representatives of other gas 
boards. Scotland was represented, 
for example—and _ Scotland has 
many ‘outlying’ districts probably 
suitable for butane gas supply. The 
Northern, the South Western, : ; ' 
the East and West Midlands, and the we of the butane containers at Whitland. That on the left is connected with the 
North Eastern Gas Boards were Mallet plant and is housed in a cubicle heated in the cold weather by an external 
represented; and we know that the unit (Radiation Ltd.) burning neat butane. The container shown on the right is 
influx of crude oil into Southampton, connected to the Gasair mixing unit, depicted on the opposite page. 
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for further co-operation generally and 
a firmer understanding of the econo- 
mic problems. The cardinal issue— 
and not only for the Wales Board— 
is the price to be paid for commer- 
cial butane. This issue at the 
moment is, we think, not at all clearly 
defined; and we have good reason 
to suppose that the oil industry, with 
its international outlook and world 
problems, with its knowledgeable per- 
sonnel, is wholly unlikely to strike a 
bad bargain. 


Be that as it may, Wales has, 
through the ‘Whitland Experiment’ 
—and incidentally because of the 
enthusiasm of Mr. Mervyn Jones— 
come into the news (including Every- 
body’s). For general facts about 
the ‘experiment we would _ refer 
readers to the issues of the Gas 
Journal of February 6 and March 
19. Our purpose here is to present 
a pictorial record, and we_ suggest 
that our pictures are a story in them- 
selves. As previously explained a 
mixture of butane and air having a 
calorific value of 730 B.Th.U. is the 
sole source of gaseous heat at Whit- 
land. ‘Mr. Therm,’ in this instance, 
comes to visit us from overseas, join- 
ing his more orthodox brother Mr. 
C. W. G. Therm. Illustrated here are 
the two butane-air plants at Whitland 
—the Mallet and the Gasair (French 
and American). The Gasair plant 
was supplied by the Draketown Inter- 
national Corporation, 11, West 42nd 
Street, New York, 18, and two 
further Gasair plants have been 
ordered by area boards and are at 
present awaiting shipment from the 
United States. The Draketown Inter- 
national Corporation has on hand 
orders for the same type of plant for 
France and other European countries, 
and negotiations are reported to be 
well advanced in regard to the possi- 
bility of starting manufacture of 
plants in this country. The Mallet 
plant was supplied by the firm of 
Mallet, S.A., 10, Rue de Milan, Paris 
(9e), through W. C. Holmes & Co.., 
Ltd., Huddersfield and London, who 
have secured the exclusive licence for 
Mallet plants. Further installations 
of Mallet plant are in manufacture 
for area boards, including Wales. 


The Mallet plant employs two 
blowers, one for butane, the other 
for air, with a proportioning device 
to ensure a constant and correct mix- 
ture of butane vapour with air. The 
Proportions in the mixture are in the 
region of three parts of air to one 
part of butane vapour. In cold 
weather the storage containers feed- 
ing the Mallet plant with the butane 
vapour have to be slightly heated to 
ensure vaporisation of the liquid. 
Neat butane is employed as a source 
of heat for this purpose. 


The Gasair plant operates on the 
venturi principle whereby butane 
vapour under pressure aspirates the 
required amount of air to give a re- 
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Above is a view of the Gasair plant, which 
stands in the open, and, like the Mallet plant 
shown opposite, comprises the gas-making 
On the left the Gasair mixing unit 
Below are two 
photographs of the feeding kitchen of the 
They indicate the types of appliance operating success- 


plant. 
is shown in greater detail. 


Whitland County School. 





fully on butane-air gas. 





sultant gas mixture in order to ensure 
a correct mixture of butane vapour 


and air. This plant incorporates a 
liquid butane vaporiser which is 
heated by means of neat butane. As 
will be seen from the photographs 
which we reproduce, the Mallet plant 
is housed in a small building erected 
on the works site. The Gasair plant 
is a self-contained unit standing in 
the open. These alternative methods 
for the production of butane air mix- 
ture have been installed at Whitland 





to enable tests to be made of the 


alternative efficiencies and advan- 
tages of each method of manufacture. 

Purposely this article is pictorial 
rather than technical. We anticipate 
confidently, however, that with more 
abundant supplies of ‘rejects’ from 
the oil refineries, commercial butane 
(a mixture of propane and butane, 
the proportions of which vary) will 
be used in admixture with water gas 
as well as by dilution with air as at 


present practised at Whitland. 


New British Tractor 


N Wednesday last the first produc- 

tion model of the Vickers V.R. 180 
was delivered to the Hatfield works of 
Jack Olding & Co., Ltd.. who are to dis- 
tribute the tractor throughout the world. 
The importance of this tractor to the 
British export drive was emphasised by 
Mr. H. Hopkinson, Secretary for Over- 
seas Trade, in a ceremony to celebrate 
the event. It represents a combination 
of two manufacturing concerns—Vickers 
Armstrongs, who produce the tractor, 
and Rolls-Royce, who provide the Diesel 
power unit—supported by the sales 
organisation of Jack Olding. 


The VR.180 tractor is of advanced 
design having articulated suspension 
which enables it to travel at good speed 
on rough ground, with a_ consequent 
saving in operating costs. The supply of 
heavy earth-moving equipment has been 
in the past almost a monopoly of Ameri- 
can manufacturers, and it is hoped that 
the VR.180 tractor will give Britain a 
large share of this growing industry. 


Mr. Hopkinson announced that the 
Australian Government is to grant 
import licences for up to 100 of the 
tractors during the next 12 months. 





SCOTTISH 


ASSOCIATION 
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HE Spring Meeting of the Scottish Association of Gas Managers was held 
on April 18 at Shandon Hydro, Rhu, Helensburgh, the President—Mr. 
E. G. Smith, Deputy Divisional Controller, Glasgow division—welcoming 
a large attendance. The President said that the social activities preceding 
the meeting had contributed to the success of the gathering which had been 
enhanced by exceptional weather. They would all benefit from their day of 
sunshine in pleasant surroundings. In recent years the structure of the gas 
industry had undergone many changes, and they now entered the fourth 


year of nationalisation. Within the gas 
industry in Scotland the past year had 
brought another change, perhaps more 
intimate to those engaged in the indus- 
try. He referred to the merging of the 
two former associations into the Scottish 
Association of Gas Managers. It was 
as the Scottish Association of Gas 
Managers that they were meeting that 
day. 

The future of their new Association 
lay with all members and he felt con- 
fident he was expressing the ambitions 
of everyone that their activities and 
achievements would bear favourable 
comparison with those of the former 
Associations. The worth of the Asso- 
ciation would be measured only by its 
contribution to the industry and it was 
with that objective in view that they 
approached the future. 


The President said they were honoured 
to have with them on the platform Sir 
Andrew Clow, Chairman of the Scottish 
Gas Board; Mr. G. E. Currier, Senior 
Vice-President of the Institution, Mr. 
J. T. Haynes, Junior Vice-President, and 
Dr. W. K. T. Braunholtz, Secretary. 
They had also with them Mr. R. N. 
Quirk, Under-Secretary, Gas Division, 
Ministry of Fuel and Power, and Dr. 
J. G. King, to whom they extended a 
hearty welcome. 


President Invested 


Mr. F. R. MITCHELL, Past-President 
of the North British Association of Gas 
Managers, said that their President, Mr. 
E. G. Smith, had _ been _ installed 
in office as the first President of the new 
Association at the special general meet- 
ing held in September of last year. 
Today they had the pleasure of invest- 
ing him with his Presidential chain of 
office. They had a particular pride in 
the new medallion which had been pre- 
sented by the members and extraordi- 
nary members of the Association. It 
was fashioned in gold and in the centre- 
piece was the head of William Murdoch 
taken from the design on the plaque 
at Lugar. On the reverse side there 
would be engraved the names of those 
honoured with the office of President of 
the Scottish Association. The chain of 
office was an old and familiar friend 
and no doubt many of them would 
notice that it had been given a new 
lease of life and an added lustre. Mr. 
Smith was a worthy President who well 
merited the high office he now occupied. 
In investing him with the Presidential 
chain, he extended to him on behalf of 
the members, extraordinary members. 
and their guests best wishes for his 
success in the year of office, confident 
that he would show wise counsel and 
leadership in the affairs of the Associa- 
tion and would be an example to his 
successors. 


The PRESIDENT, thanking Mr. 
Mitchell, said the fact that he had been 
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chosen as the first President to wear the 
new symbol of office was due more to 
circumstances than to design. It was 
an occasion on which he felt extremely 
proud and yet very humble. He was 
honoured at receiving the insignia en- 
trusted to him during his term of office. 
It would be his earnest endeavour to 
carry it with dignity and pass it on to 
his successor with all the high ideals 
upheld for which it stood. 


Sir ANDREW CLOow said it was a 
pleasure and an honour to address them 
at their first regular meeting. It was a 
privilege to meet gas managers united 
in such a great organisation. They had 
made a most auspicious start and he 
was sure that in the years to come the 
Association would be a tremendous aid 
to their future progress. Collaboration 
was one of the greatest assets. At 
a meeting like theirs they couid colla- 
borate not only at the confererce table 
but in private fellowship and that would 
greatly benefit them in the work they 
had to do. He wished they could go 
a step farther and have fuller coilabora- 
tion among all the industries which prc- 
vided fuel and power. He thought he 
still detected, particularly among the 
older men, the survival of the historic 
idea that prosperity depended mainly on 
competition and that they should con- 
centrate on persuading the public to 
take more of their own products and a 
little less of the products of other 
people. That idea was not so common 
in Scotland as it was south of the 
border, perhaps because the Scots were 
more logical and because the bulk of 
the industry in Scotland was for so jong 
in municipal hands. He regarded the 
idea of promotional advertising as obso- 
lete. People had to be educated te the 
fact that they could not get all the fuel 
and power they wanted and he did not 
think they would get all they wanted 
in that direction even in the years to 
come. It was important that those who 
supplied fuel and power—whether in 
the form of oil, gas, coal, coke or elec- 
tricity—should concentrate on giving 
their product where it was most needed 
and most available. He hoped the 
Ridley Committee would give them 
some guidance in that matter, but he 
doubted if in the long run anything 
could be achieved without the fullest 
collaboration. 


The PRESIDENT thanked Sir Andrew 
for his remarks, which had again ful- 
filled their expectations. 
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OF GAS MANAGERS 


The PRESIDENT, introducing Mr. G. E, 
Currier, Senior Vice-President of the 
Institution, congratulated him on his ;e- 
covery from his recent serious iliness 
and expressed the hope that his so:ourn 
in Scotland would complete his cure. 


Mr. Currier, thanking the President 
for his welcome and good wishes, said 
that normally the President of the Insti- 
tution would have been with them, but 
at the moment he was leading a produc- 
tivity team in the United States. The 
members of the Institution felt nonoured 
when he was made the leader of that 
team. Certain letters received from 
their President, Mr. J. H. Dyde, indi- 
cated that things were going well with 
the team and that they would come back 
with good results in the way of reports. 
It was a great honour to be present 
with them representing the Institution 
at the first meeting of the Scottish Asso- 
ciation of Gas Managers. He congratu- 
lated the President on being the first 
occupant of the chair of the new Asso- 
ciation. Much good could be done by 
associations affiliated to the Institution 
and he suggested that they should dis- 
cuss the Institution’s papers and reports 
from time to time at their meetings. 
Some of the other sections had already 
done good work in this way. 


Education 


Dealing with education, Mr. Currier 
said that 1953 would see the last of the 
Higher Grade Gas Engineering (Manu- 
facture and Supply) examinations. They 
had been told that the students coming 
forward under the new scheme embark- 
ing on the national certificate course 
were of a high standard and were 
numerous. They found this most en- 
couraging. One of the services which 
the Institution was rendering to try to 
improve the standard of teaching was 
to issue three times a year to teachers 
of gas engineering, manufacture, and 
supply reports, diagrams, charts, and 
brochures so that they might be kept 
informed of all the latest information 
available. As far as management was 
concerned the Institution in recent years 
had emphasised the need for industry 
to provide special courses to train men 
in industrial administration and manage- 
ment so that men who were technically 
qualified might be equipped for admini- 
strative and executive positions. The 
General Education Committee of the 
Institution now had that matter under 
review and was considering how such 
courses might be related to existing 
regulations for membership and diploma 
examinations. 


Mr. Currier said he had been asked 
to say something about the Benevolent 
Fund of the Institution. Last year they 
had been on the wrong side financially 
and for the first time in ten years the 
numbers subscribing to the Benevolent 
Fund fell below 50% of the total mem- 
bership of the Institution. Even in a 
welfare state they found cases which 
required special consideration and help. 


He emphasised that no subscription 
was too small and even 5s. a year— 
much less than the cost of two packets 
of cigarettes—was very welcome. He 
explained the covenant system and 
pointed out that if anyone signing 4 
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covenant died, there was no claim there- 
after. 


Mr. R. N. Quirk, Under-Secretary, 
Gas Division, Ministry of Fuel and 
Power, said it was a great compliment 
to be invited to the first meeting of 
the new Association. He would like to 
think that in the new set-up his section 
of the Ministry could maintain an in- 
formal and friendly relationship with 
the industry. They had no desire to 
interfere with gas managers in_ their 
activities, but they did not wish the 
people in the industry in Scotland to 
think that the Ministry officials were 
remote and had no interest in them. 
Most of the time they could run their 
own business without any help, but 
there were occasions when they had to 
receive information and guidance from 
London on matters of policy, which it 
was their duty to explain. In London 
they did all they could to help the 
industry to secure what it needed. They 
were in a difficult position as far as the 
investment programme was _ concerned 
and many admirable plans connected, 
for example, with re-building could not 
be proceeded with as fast as they would 
have liked. It meant they had to plan 
with the utmost efficiency and that cer- 
tain schemes had to remain in the locker 
until the Government allowed them to 
go ahead. 


Business of the Meeting 


The PRESIDENT announced that one 
of their members, Mr. W. McFarlane. 
had been appointed President of the 
Association of Tar Distillers. He com- 
plimented Mr. McFarlane’ on_his 
appointment and extended the best 
wishes of members for a successful year 
in office. 


Mr. McFarlane briefly acknowledged 
the President’s remarks. 


Mr. W. Kirk, Secretary, intimated the 
death of the following: Life Members: 
Mr. R. B. Waddell, Mr. Alexander 
Young. Ordinary Member: Mr. W. 
McKinlay. Extraordinary Members: 
Mr. D. A. Pratt and Mr. James G. 
Shuttleton. 


The SECRETARY reported messages of 
good wishes from Mr. Dyde, President 
of the Institution and from _ various 
office-bearers of kindred organisations 
and members of the Scottish Associa- 
tion. He said that an apology had been 
received from Sir Frederick West who 
was that day celebrating his 80th birth- 
day and on behalf of the Association, 
he had sent Sir Frederick their con- 
gratulations and best wishes. 


The Council had nominated the fol- 
lowing candidates for Council member- 
ship, the election to take place at the 
annual general meeting in September: 
J. H. Fulton (Kirkcaldy), James Hall 
(Glasgow), George Hannah (New Cum- 
nock). On the proposal of Mr. 
Alexander Jamieson _ (Greenock), 
seconded by Mr. H. S. Milne (Aber- 
deen, Mr. David Beavis, Divisional Con- 
troller, Edinburgh. was also added to 
the list of nominees. 


The PRESIDENT then delivered his 
presidential address, which will be pub- 
lished in a later issue of the Journal. 

Mr. Ropert Cowie (Hawick) senior 


Vice-President. proposing a vote of 
thanks to the President, said the 
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address had been most interesting and 
informative. How their President had 
found time in these busy days and in 
the responsible position which he held 
to write the address he did not know, 
but he had found the time, and the 
transactions of the Association would 
be correspondingly enriched. They were 
fortunate in having a man of Mr. 
Smith’s calibre as their first President. 
They had watched his advancement in 
the industry with great interest and 
pleasure. In honouring him by electing 
him to the Presidential chair they had 
honoured their new Association because 
the man was worthy of the occasion. 
In the former Waverley Association 
there was public discussion of the Presi- 
dential Address, but it would appear 
that they were now following the tradi- 
tion of the former North British Asso- 
ciation. Nevertheless, it would be dis- 
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Mr. ATHOL W. Brown (Aberdeen), 
junior officer, seconding the vote of 
thanks, said the President had made 
fitting reference to the former Associa- 
tions and the formation of the new 
Association. That development was 
made possible by the efforts and sense 
of common good displayed by office- 
bearers of the two Associations over the 
past three years and they were all con- 
scious of the distinguished part played 
by Mr. Smith in the final phases of the 
amalgamation. With the foundations 
laid by their predecessors and mainten- 
ance of the standard set by their Presi- 
dent that day, there should be a bright 
future for the Association. 


Mr. Smith was well and_ widely 
known, having held the position of 


Engineer and Manager at Dumbarton 
and later at Dunfermline before taking 


Front row: A. T. Morrison, Chairman, 


Scottish Gas Consultative Council; Sir Andrew Clow, Chairman, Scottish Gas Board; 
E. G. Smith, President; W. R. Milligan, Solicitor General for Scotland; W. Macfar- 


lane; R. Cowie; W. Kirk, Hon. Secretary. 


Back row: A. W. Brown, D. D. Melvin, 


Member, Scottish Gas Board; D. D, Burns, Deputy Chairman, Scottish Gas Board; 

J. T. Haynes, Junior Vice-President, Institution of Gas Engineers, R. N. Quirk, 

Ministry of Fuel and Power; J. R. W. Alexander; Dr. J. G. King, G. E. Currier, 

Senior Vice-President, Institution of Gas Engineers; and Dr. W. T. K. Braunholtz, 
Secretary of the Institution. 


cussed over cups of tea, coffee, or other 
beverages by twos and threes to their 
mutual advantage. It might even be 
that at some later date some champion 
might arise to enter the lists on behalf 
of the modern horizontal retort and if 
the latest reports were true there was 
more coking coal in Scotland than they 
had feared. 


They were an Association of Gas 
Managers. It was their job as managers 
to apply a policy. They were at the 
point of contact—contact with the work- 
man and the consumer—and it was at 
the point of contact that good policy 
became good practice. He hoped there 
would always be an opportunity for the 
experienced man on the job to make 
his own unique contribution to matters 
of policy, and he also hoped that their 
lines would be so ordered that they did 
not become tied to an office desk. Con- 
tact with the man on the job and con- 
tact with the public they served were 
the foundation stones and fundamentals, 
and never more so than in the present 
structure of the industry. They thanked 
Mr. Smith for his address and hoped 
he would have a memorable year in 
office. 


up his present post as Deputy Divisional 
Controller, Glasgow Division. Mere 
movement in longitude did not endow 
one with wisdom, but Mr. Smith, on 
whom he believed there was some bibli- 
cal influence, might have realised that 
Dumbarton was very much west and 
realistically changed for a few years the 
geographical location of his responsi- 
bility to permit him to make the return 
journey as a ‘wise man’ from the East. 


The characteristics which had earned 
for Mr. Smith rapid promotion in his 
profession were prominent in the 
address he had presented. It was the 
work of a clear concise thinker, prac- 
tical in the application of his know- 
ledge and experience, blunt and deter- 
mined in the expression of his views, 
with confidence in his own abilities. 
Those were desirable qualities and if 
more officials of the Scottish Gas Board 
had or displayed those characteristics 
there would be a better spirit in and a 
greater effort by the personnel of the 
Scottish area. 


The PRESIDENT briefly acknowledged 
the vote of thanks and the company 
adjourned for luncheon. 





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































Mr. E. G. SMITH presided at the lun- 
cheon, the toast of the gas industry 
being proposed by Mr. W. R. MILLIGAN, 
Q.c.,  Solicitor-General for Scotland. 
Mr. Milligan said he had had a preview 
of the Presidential Address and _ had 
read part of it and taken the rest of it 
as read. He had been looking up legal 
books to see if members of the gas in- 
dustry had been of much benefit to his 
profession, but found them very dis- 
appointing. They appeared to have 
done nothing wrong and he hoped that 
under the new mantle of nationalisation 
they would mend their ways! 
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difficulties, determined that the industry 
would fulfil the great future that lay 
before it and that it would serve the 
community well. 


Mr. G. E. Currier, Senior Vice-Presi- 
dent of the Institution, replying to the 
toast, congratulated the President on the 
excellent and comprehensive address he 
had given. He could conceive of no 
address that could have given a better 
start to the new Association. Had the 
President of the Institution been present, 
he would no doubt have said something 
about the organisation. Its membership 
was gradually increasing. The Gas 





The group on the left includes R.L.Laing (Brechin), D.D. Burns (Deputy Chairman, 

Scottish Gas Board), W. S. Johnston (Dundee), J. Morrison (Dunbar), R. Stewari 

(Thurso), T. Robertson (North Berwick), J. Donnachie (Leslie) and J. Couper 

(Forth & Clyde & Sunnyside Iron Cos., Ltd.). Right: On the last green at Helens- 

burgh, D. D. Burns holds the pin for L. Gardner (Milnes Meters Lid.), while W. P. 
Rae, Hon. Secretary, Golf Circle, anxiously looks on. 


The industry had been well described 
at the recent Gas Service Conference as 
a public utility service supplying the 
community with an_ essential com- 


modity. The three important words 
there were, ‘ public, ‘community,’ and 
‘essential. Those words rightly indi- 


cated that the service was not carried 
on for private gain, but it was for the 
whole community and that it was some- 
thing that people must have. In other 
words, it was a monopoly in an essen- 
tial commodity. There was nothing 
which could be more dangerous than 
such a monopoly if it were in the wrong 
hands, but gas was in the hands of the 
leaders of the industry and they had an 
opportunity of justifying the confidence 
which the country had placed in them 
and their ability to carry on this great 
and vital industry. Consumers had 
noted with interest since vesting day the 
development and co-ordination and co- 
operation that had taken place and if 
that development and co-ordination and 
co-operation were continued and_ they 
remembered always that they were ser- 
vants of the community with a duty to 
help it in every way, he was sure the 
industry under its new management 
would be as successful in the future as 
it had been in the past. Everything de- 
pended on those who were leaders in 
the industry. It was the duty of the 
Gas Board to make certain that the ser- 
vice they gave to the community was 
the best possible. The Board’s activities 
were many and they were expanding 
their interests continuously. They had 
to deal with the sale of gas, the making 
of returns, and the servicing with appli- 
ances. They were confronted with diffi- 
culties affecting both labour and mate- 
rial, but they were overcoming these 


Council thought it was getting good value 
for money in the service rendered by 
the Institution and that was very en- 
couraging to the members. They were 
also encouraged by the fact that the 
Gas Council wished to make use of the 
ordinary meetings of the Institution for 
research papers. Members of the Insti- 
tution prided themselves on the freedom 
of thought and speech and action which 
they had within the provisions of the 
Royal Charter. 


On the subject of national fuel policy 
they knew there was a great shortage of 
coal and the National Coal Board had 
stepped up the output, but if the electri- 
city people had their way they would 
swallow up all the expected increase in 
coal production up to 1960. It was 
essential that the gas industry should 
tackle the problem of increased efficiency 
in coal utilisation. That was something 
they could solve with modern plant. In 
a modern gasworks the thermal recovery 
from coal used could be raised from 75% 
to 85%. They wanted to accelerate the 
development of the gas industry to give 
the greatest coal economy with the least 
capital outlay. The gas industry could 
provide domestic services with a far 
smalier consumption of coal and a 
smaller capital expenditure than the elec- 
tricity industry. 

Replying to the toast of the guests, 
proposed by Mr. ROBERT STURROCK, 
Ardrossan (Past President), Mr. R. N. 
Quirk said he was delighted to be 
present when two old Associations joined 
together to become one body. They 
were uniting two valuable streams of 
tradition. He hoped that some day the 
full history of both these Associations 
would be written for the benefit of future 
generations of members. They were 
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fortunate amid so many convulsions to 
be able to preserve so much of that 
tradition. 


Mr. D. D. Burns, Deputy Chairman, 
Scottish Gas Board, proposed the health 
of the Chairman, recalling that Mr. Smith 
had commenced his career in Dumbarton 
in 1923 where he was trained under that 
grand old gas engineer, the late James 
Bell. Mr. Smith would be the first to 
acknowledge his debt to Mr. Bell. In 
1932 he had been appointed Assistant 
Engineer and Manager at Dumbarton. 
succeeding Mr. Bell as Manager in 194] 
Two years later he had gone to Dun- 
fermline as Engineer and Manager and 
during the war years he had done splen- 
did work and at the same time given 
great assistance to other undertakings in 
the district. That was why the Gas 
Board had appointed him to such an 
onerous and_ responsible position at 
Glasgow. 


Acknowledging Mr. Burns’ remarks, 
Mr. SMITH expressed appreciation of the 
valuable training he had received from 
the late Mr. James Bell, expressed his 
thanks to all who had been responsible 
for arranging the meeting that day and 
gave details of the autumn meeting to 
be held at Largs in September. 


Golf Circle 


Members of the Golf Circle took part 
in the competition for the Winson Scott 
Cup which was played over the course 
of the Helensburgh Golf Club, on April 
17. Favoured with delightful weather, 
Circle members and visitors spent a 
happy day on this hillside course with 
its beautiful panoramic views of Loch 
Lomond and the Clyde. 

A member of the Circle, Mr. R. 
Stewart, Thurso, playing in a friendly 
game before the competition, had a hole 
in one. 


G. Jefls (Ascot Gas Water Heaters Ltd.), 
and W. Foster (J. H. Robinson Ltd.). 
waiting to play ofl at the first tee. 


The following results were returned: 


Winner of the Winson Scott Cup.— 
G. E. H. Keillor: 81—10=71. 


Section 1—1. G. E. H. Keillor: 81—- 
10=71. 2. T. H. Johnstone: 76—3=73. 
3. R. Stewart: 76—2=74. 4. T. Robert- 
son and J. Donnachie: 82—7=75, 87 
12=75 (tied). 
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D. Fulton: 89—12= 
100—18=82. 3. 
4. H. S. 


Section 2.—1. 
717. 2. W. Q. Foster: 
J. B. Peattie: 99—14=83. 
Milne: 103—20=83. 


Visitors Competition—\. W. Gray: 
87—13=74. 2. C. H. Angus: 92—14= 
78. 


At the -presentation of prizes in the 
clubhouse afterwards, the Captain of the 
Golf Circle, Mr. Stanley Bennet, ex- 
tended a welcome to all and expressed 
his thanks for the support which the 
members had given him. They had ail 
enjoyed a happy day on the Helens- 
burgh Course and he felt that this was 
a forerunner for a good meeting of the 
Scottish Association of Gas Managers 
the following day. Mr. G. E. H. 
Keillor, the cup winner, said he was 
proud and pleased to have won the cup, 
and announced that he would have it 
filled as was the usual custom, and 
passed round. 


Mr. Stanley Bennet, Captain, moved 
a vote of thanks to the Captain and 


Pontypool Dinner 


HE 12th annual dinner of the 

Pontypool Gas and Water Welfare 
Scheme was held at the Town Hall, 
Pontypool. Mr. J. Powdrill, M.B.E., 
General Manager and Engineer of the 
Pontypool gas undertaking, Chairman 
of the Wales Gas Board No. 2 Group 
and President of the Welfare Scheme, 
presided and proposed the loyal toast. 
He complimented the welfare scheme 
on its success. 


Mr. Horton, Chairman of the Pony- 
pool Water Company and Managing 
Director of the Pontnewydd Tinstamp- 
ing Co., Ltd., referred to the new gas- 
works at Pontypool as being extremely 
important to the district and hoped that 
products would be so cheapened that 
gas could be used more extensively in 
the iron and steel industry. Mr. Horton 
pointed out that as we, as a country, 
depended largely on our export trade, 
it was important to keep prices down 
to an economic level to obtain markets 
for our goods, particularly in the com- 
petitive field today. He stressed the con- 
tinuing link between the Pontypool 
water undertaking and the Pontypool 
gas undertaking since the nationalisa- 
tion of the gas industry. This was in 
no small measure due to the welfare 
scheme and he congratulated the em- 
ployees of both undertakings on the 
success of the scheme. 


Mr. E. M. Edwards, Member of the 
Wales Gas Board, and Mr. H. D. 
Linton, the water undertaking’s Engi- 
neer, also spoke highly of the activities 
of the welfare scheme and the former 
stated that the Wales Gas Board would 
readily give the welfare scheme all the 
encouragement and assistance possible. 


An enjoyable social evening was held 
after the dinner. 


Robert Dempster & Sons, Ltd., of 
Elland, Yorks, have been given the con- 
tract for the erection of a coal-handling 
plant for the Stella South power station, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 


GAS JOURNAL 


Members of the Committee of the 
Helensburgh Golf Club for extending 
to them the courtesy of their course, 
and also to Mr. and Mrs. Grierson who 
had looked after the catering arrange- 
ments so admirably. Mr. Bennet asked 
Mr. Fulton if he would convey the 
Circle’s thanks to the Captain and Com- 
mittee of the Helensburgh Club for the 
facilities they had extended to them. 
Mr. Fulton said he would be very 
pleased to do this. 


The Captain moved a vote of thanks 
to the Secretary of the Golf Circle, Mr. 
W. P. Rae, for his services. Everything 
in connection with the golf outing rested 
on his shoulders. 


Replying, Mr. Rae said that the credit 
did not rest on his shoulders alone, but 
also on the Captain and Committee, and 
he particularly mentioned Mr. L. 
Gardner for his assistance with the 
arrangements. 


Mr. W. C. Campbell moved a vote 
of thanks to the Captain of the Circle 





Export Licensing 


HANGES in export licensing con- 

trol are made by a Board of Trade 
Order in operation from April 30. 
Licences are now required for all desti- 
nations for certain refractory materials 
and their manufactures, wire mesh mainly 
of nickel, certain forms of thorium and 
uranium, iron pyrites, some scientific 
apparatus, certain plasticisers, mixtures 
and preparations containing tungsten 
compounds, appliances for producing 
smoke for military purposes, guided 
weapons and missiles and their launchers, 
gun turrets, infra-red night driving 
apparatus, specified cables, anti-submarine 
and anti-torpedo nets, submarine peri- 
scopes, certain torpedo apparatus, aircraft 
launching gear, rocket assisted take-off 
apparatus and supply dropping apparatus. 


Licences are also required for further 
abrasive manufacturers, some dredging 
equipment, certain machines for drawing 
and tempering wire, certain jigs and fix- 
tures and certain spinning jets for most 
destinations. 


International Kitchen 


AME Vera Laughton Mathews, 

D.B.E., Adviser on Women’s Affairs 
to the Gas Council, announced that an 
exhibition of cookery of different nations 
entitled ‘ International Kitchen ’ would be 
held by the Gas Council at the Royal 
Festival Hall, London, on Tuesday, 
November 4, this year. 


Giving this news at the Annual General 
Meeting of the Women’s Gas Federation 
at Stratford-upon-Avon, on April 24, she 
said: ‘ The object of the exhibition is to 
give fresh ideas to the housewife and to 
show her new and simple ways to make 
the food available to her more interest- 
ing.’ 

The demonstrators will include a 
British team selected from women 
employed in the gas industry. Repre- 
sentatives from the twelve area gas 
boards will compete against each other 
in London on May 27 for the honour 
of representing British cooking at the 
Autumn exhibition. 


for the admirable way he had conducted 
the proceedings. 


Bowling Competition 


The spring competition of the Bowl- 
ing Club was held at Colgrain Bowling 
Green, Helensburgh, on April 17, when 
a large number of members spent an 
enjoyable afternoon. The excellent 
arrangements were carried out by Mr. 
Thos. Thomson, Hon. Secretary of the 
Club. The results were as follows: 


Winners.—1. H. Adams (Skip), 2. D. 
Maclean, 3. W. Spalding, 4, J. Snod- 
grass, 22 shots up. 


Runners Up—1i. J. W. * Beveridge 
(Skip), .2. W. Emmerson, 3. F. E. 
Harrison, 4. E. V. Chalmers, 11 shots 
up. 

Prizes were presented by the President 
of the Scottish Association, Mr. E. G. 
Smith, after the game. Mr. Lewis Bain 
moved a vote of thanks to the Colgrain 
Bowling Club on behalf of the members 
for the use of the green. 


Work Stopped on 
Plymouth Gas Offices 


S a result of the withdrawal of its 

building authority the South-Western 
Gas Board has been obliged to suspend 
work on the new offices and showrooms 
at Royal Parade, Plymouth. Such with- 
drawal of authorisation by the Govern- 
ment is in conformity with current policy 
that the building of office accommoda- 
tion in nationalised industries shall be 
restricted where possible so that labour, 
material, and money may be diverted 
to production. 


In this case, therefore, it simply means 
that the Board’s re-building scheme must 
stand in abeyance until economic condi- 
tions improve. It does not mean the 
abandonment of the project, on which 
some £10,000 has already been spent out 
of a total cost estimated at £337,500. The 
projected building is in Plymouth’s new 
city centre. 


The Skylon, Too 


ARD on the heels of the news that 

George Cohen Sons & Co., Ltd., had 
been entrusted with the dismantling of 
the Dome of Discovery and 10 other 
structures at the Festival of Britain site, 
comes the announcement that this well- 
known firm of engineers and iron and 
metal merchants have now acquired the 
Skylon too. 

The Skylon. famous ‘ vertical feature’ 
of the South Bank Exhibition, is 250 ft. 
long and 13 ft. diameter at its widest 
point. It is suspended 40 ft. above the 
ground so that its overall height is 290 ft. 
It will yield about 30 tons of metals. The 
construction is in the form of a steel 
frame with aluminium louvres, and dis- 
mantling will be carried out piecemeal 
since the structure cannot be felled like 
a tree. Once dismantled, it would be 
fairly difficult to re-erect. 

Although the dismantling of the Skylon 
is not a particularly easy job, it is not 
regarded as especially dangerous. It will, 
of course, be carried out by skilled men. 
The work will start at once and will take 
about six weeks to complete. 
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YORKSHIRE AND MANCHESTER JOINT VISIT 


the Manchester District Junior Association of Gas 

Engineers took part in a joint visit to the works of 
Wilson and Mathiesons, the Leeds production centre of 
Radiation Ltd., on April 9. A very full and interesting pro- 
gramme was arranged for the large number of visitors. 


Mitte. Man of the Yorkshire Junior Gas Association and 


A feature of the day’s programme was a talk on large 
cooking equipment by Mr. A. O. Russell, Director and Sales 
Manager, Radiation (Large Cooking Equipment), Ltd. Mr. 
Russell, in a delightfully informal manner, outlined the pro- 


Group photographed during the joint 
visit to the Leeds Production Centre of 
Radiation Lid. Left to Right. A, O. 
Russell, G. W. Brooks, L. G. Townsend 
(President, Manchester District Junior 
Association of Gas Engineers), W. C. 
Tuke, H. Dearnley (President, Yorkshire 
Junior Gas Association), C. T. Baker- 
Carr, and F. J. Rodgers. 


gress made in large scale feeding from the time of William I 
up to the present day. 


The fuel used for cooking in the early days was all solid, 
with the exception of that employed by the Icelanders and 
Maoris in New Zealand, who with their hot springs were 
probably able to serve steamed or boiled fish and poultry, 
while we were trying elementary roasting and baking. Later, 
steam, generated by solid fuel fired boilers, provided steam- 
ing ovens, and heated serving tables, as well as boiling pans 
which had previously been hung over open fires. With regard 
to canteens in industry, Mr. Russell said that one of the first 
was installed in the works of Hartley’s, the Aintree jam 
manufacturers, in 1886. This firm kept its old coal range 
until quite recently, but the canteen was now completely 
modernised. 


Even at that time, gas was becoming general in large 
houses and clubs, following success in normal domestic use. 
Mr. Russell mentioned some of the firm’s early customers 
who included the Duke of Connaught and the Bank of 
England Club. Following a request from the chef of the 
Langham Hotel to supply a ‘ gas range that was a coal range’ 
they fixed the first solid hotplate and fully externally heated 
ovens in 1912. 


Continuing, Mr. Russell gave an outline of the progress 
made in large scale cooking equipment in this country and 
in the United States from 1914 onwards, and explained how 
specialised this heavy appliance side of the business had 
become in recent years. His firm offered a complete planning 
service, including gas, steam, solid fuel, oil, high pressure 
hot water, propane, butane, oil gas, and electricity. They 
had used all these fuels, and could show photographs of 
installations. About 95% of equipment installed recently, 
apart from machinery, had been for town gas, because that 
had always been their speciality. It was fair to say that 
an inquiry sent to them had full chance of being an all-gas 
job. The makers must be able to offer everything that 
competitors could offer, together with the invaluable goodwill 
of the gas industry. 


The ideal was for the architect, gas undertaking, and large 
kitchen specialist firm to work together. Multiple firms had 
definite ideas of what they wanted, for example, and where- 
ever they opened a new café or restaurant they liked to 
know that they could call in, not merely the firm, but even 
the man who handled the last job. As they ranged all over 
the country, the difficulties were obvious, but they overcame 
them with co-operation. The purchasing firm expected to 
pay the same price for identical appliances, whether in tlie 
north, south, east, or west. The answer seemed to be to 
keep the cover on the apparatus low, and make a bit on 





the fixing, as any gas undertaking of reasonable size could 
run services, install, and connect up much more cheaply than 
outside firms. 


Mr. Russell ended by giving a short report of tests made in 
the United States on electronic cookery, and a short discussion 
followed. 


A vote of thanks to Mr. Russell for his address was moved 
by Mr. A. K. Howell, Senior Vice-President, Manchester, 
following which the visitors were entertained at luncheon 
in the canteen. 


Mr. H. Dearnley, President, Yorkshire, addressing the com- 
pany afterwards, said that joint visits were much appreciated 
because they gave members the opportunity to meet old 
acquaintances and make new friends. He extended a welcome 
to the members of the Manchester Juniors and to their Presi- 
dent, Mr. L. G. Townsend. 


Proposing the toast of the Directors of Radiation and staff 
of Wilson and Mathiesons, Mr. Townsend said there was 
little he could tell them about the concern that they did 
not already know, since its history was so much a part of 
the gas industry. The Chairman of the Group, Dr. Harold 
Hartley, as they well knew, was President of the Institution 
of Gas Engineers in 1948. During his year of office, he 
visited the Manchester Juniors on the occasion of their annual 
dinner. During the afternoon he addressed the Association 
on the subject of house warming and a very stimulating 
address it was. Referring to the progress made by appliance 
manufacturers, Mr. Townsend said that Radiation’s contri- 
bution in this connection had been outstanding. Wilsons 
and Mathiesons had a particularly good record in appliance 
design, and he believed they were the oldest of the companies 
forming the Radiation group. 


Mr. F. A. Hooper, Managing Director, Radiation Ltd.. 
briefly responded. A vote of thanks to Mr. Hooper and to 
the staff of Wilsons and Mathiesons for the hospitality was 
moved by Mr. Broome. Mr. G. W. Brooks replied. Afte! 
spending the afternoon touring the works the visitors returned 
to the canteen for tea. 
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LONDON 


HE Jubilee session of the London and Southern Junior 

Gas Association reached its climax on April 25 when, 

honoured by the company of the Chairman of the Gas 
Council and members of the four gas boards from whose 
areas the Association draws its members and supported by 
no fewer than 19 past presidents, Mr. J. D. C. Woodall pre- 
sided over the Jubilee Dinner at Caxton Hall, Westminster. 
Among the guests were the first Secretary, Mr. P. F. Scarth; 
the first Auditor, Mr. W. H. Bennett; and a founder member, 
Mr. W. A. Barnett. There were also present representa- 
tives of the sister Junior Associations, while the Institution 
of Gas Engineers was well represented by its Senior Vice- 
President, Mr. G. E. Currier (the President being in the 
United States at the head of the gas industry’s productivity 
team). Actually Mr. Woodall is the 39th President of the 
Association, some of his earliest predecessors, as well as 
those in office during the two world wars, having served for 
more than one year. 
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boards of directors. He hoped that would prove to have been 
only a temporary cleavage and that as time went on they 
would find that the area boards would make effective contact. 
He knew from his own experience that they were sincerely 
trying to maintain the same atmosphere in the new gas 
industry as existed in the better parts of the old. It would 
take a little time. 


They were not having a particularly easy ride in the 
gas industry today. Unfortunately it was the same with 
some of the other nationalised industries, in fact with all 
the other nationalised industries. There was a tendency for 
them to become the butt of the politician, and their task was 
something like that of trying to navigate a new and unknown 
ship through uncharted waters at the dead of night without 
lights, and with shelves on one side and rocks on the other; 
wild horses would not draw from him his views as to which 
were the shelves and which were the rocks. 





This photograph was taken during the Jubilee Dinner of the London and Southern Junior Gas Association. 
of the front row (seated) is the reigning President, Mr. J. D. C. Woodall, and with him are former presidents of the Associa- 
tion. On his left are Mr. D. C. Cross (President in 1922) and Mr. S. C. Waldock (1938); on his right Mr, F. A. Frost (1921) 


and Mr, A. Broadbent (1926). 


In the centre 


The other former presidents, from left to right, are Messrs. L. J. Clark (1948), L. Lacey (1927), 


B. W. Dawkins (1943), A. Tennant (1932), L. W. Andrew (1945), T. V. Garrud (1950), C. A. Deas (1947), G. G. Warne (1946), 
A. H. Savill (1949), F. O. Hawes (1939), G. Dougill (1941), F. C. Smith (1934), R. Summerson (1936), R. F. Twist (1944), J. M. 
Webber (1935). 


Colonel H. C. SMITH, C.B.E., Chairman of the Gas Council, 
proposed the toast of the Association which, he said, was 
founded in 1902 for the purpose of extending the technical 
knowledge of its members and promoting their general 
welfare. That evening they were doing their best to carry 
out the second of those objects, and they were doing it very 
well. The President had invited him to give ‘those young 
chaps’ a word of encouragement for the future. He had 
been looking round at the ‘ young chaps’ and they all looked 
very prosperous, and all the sorts of things which he had 
been turning over in his mind as being suitable to say to a 
junior gas association did not seem at all appropriate to a 
body that was celebrating its 50th birthday. The worst 
of our language was that we sometimes used the same words 
for so many different meanings, and the word ‘junior’ was 
one of them. 


During the last two or three years they had had to meet 
a complete change in the gas industry which he was sure the 
majority of the members of the Association had contemplated 
with some misgiving. Inevitably they had lost the sort of 
personal contact which they had had in the past with their 


He was convinced that eventually the industry was going 
to emerge stronger than it had ever been in the past. Its 
strength would depend on the people in it. It would depend 
to a certain extent on those who were in it today—and he 
referred especially to those whom he was now addressing— 
but they could only set the pattern. It would depend more 
than ever, he thought, on the younger people who were 
coming into the industry and who were going to make it their 
life’s work. They had to do their best to show them that 
it was an industry that was worth working in, and—if he 
might say so in the presence of the Chairmen, Deputy Chair- 
men, and members of several area boards—they had to show 
them that the rewards of their work would be commensurate 
with their efforts. 


It would not come easily to the young people coming into 
the industry. They would have to work for their rewards 
just as the people who were in the senior positions in the 
industry today had had to work for theirs. He believed there 
was a better day coming, when the young men coming into 
the industry would get better technical and scientific training 
than had ever been the case before. Many would say that 
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there was not time for all the study that was entailed, but 
he had been convinced as a result of visiting many of the 
smallest as well as the largest works in the country, that 
a was always time to do that which they really desired 
to do. 

The greatest factor in making a successful show was loyalty, 
and he suggested that there were four loyalties: To one’s 
chief; to one’s juniors, which was quite as important; to one’s 
colleagues, which meant that if one of the men working beside 
one had a good idea you did not crab it but rather encouraged 
him to develop it; and loyalty to oneself, which was perhaps 
the most. important because the others would follow. 


The London and Southern Junior Gas Association had done 
most valuable work during the last 50 years, and he hoped 
it would long continue. He had to couple with the toast 
the name of the President, Mr. David Woodall, with whose 
uncle, the father of Mr. Edward Woodall, it had been his 
privilege to work very happily for a period of 25 years. The 
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firmed that evening what they knew already, that they could 
rely on him to support them. He was very proud that it 
should have fallen to his lot to preside at that function. 
He was also proud to be speaking that evening for a rather 
personal reason. Some of them might know that the 
Institution of Gas Engineers was the direct successor of the 
old British Association of Gas Managers, which was formed 
in 1863. In 1913 the Institution celebrated its Golden Jubilee, 
and the celebrations were held in that hall. There was one 
very remarkable coincidence in the fact that on that occasion 
his grandfather, Sir Corbet Woodall, was President of the 
Institution. In the same year Sir Corbet was Chairman of the 
British Commercial Gas Association and of the Society of 
British Gas Industries, and he gave an address to each 
organisation. He was also Governor of the Gas Light and 
Coke Company and Chairman of the Tottenham Company 
and associated companies, and President or Chairman of his 
local Liberal Association. 


- 


Among those at the top of the table were Colonel C. M. Croft, Mr. J. Terrace, Mr. E. C. Woodall, Mr. R. S. Johnson, Mr. 
O. R. Guard, Mr. W. K. Hutchison, Mr. G. E. Currier, Mr. M. Milne-Watson, Mr. S. E. Whitehead, Mr. J. T. Haynes, Dr. 
E. V. Evans, Dr. W. T. K. Braunholtz, Mr. W. H. Bennett, and Dr. J. Burns. 


late Mr. Henry Woodall had the great gift of being loyal 
to his juniors developed to an extraordinary degree, and he 
would always back one up, even if one sometimes made 
mistakes. 

The PRESIDENT said that before replying he would like to 
read a telegram which he had received from one of their 
members, Mr. A. G. Higgins, Assistant Secretary of the 
Institution of Gas Engineers, at present with the gas industry 
productivity team in the United States: ‘Congratulations on 
the Golden Jubilee of your Association and best wishes, from 
the President and members of the Institution of Gas Engineers 
in America.’ Proceeding, Mr. Woodall said that by his 
presence at the gathering Colonel Smith had done the Asso- 
ciation a great honour, and they were very grateful to him 
for giving up his valuable time to attend the jubilee dinner. 
It was a great compliment to the gas industry that those 
in high places should have selected for the chief jobs in the 
nationalised industry, the Chairman and Deputy Chairman of 
the Gas Council, two men from within the industry. 


As a technical association they were particularly encouraged 
because those two gentlemen were gas engineers of fine reputa- 
tion and proved achievement. Colonel Smith knew a lot 
about the work of the junior associations, and he had con- 


He wished to pay tribute to the Chairmen of the area 
boards from whose areas the Association drew its members. 
Three of them were present that evening. Unfortunately 
Sir John Stephenson could not attend, but the Eastern 
Board was represented by his (the President’s) cousin, Mr. 
Edward Woodall. He thanked his own Chairman for the 
great support he had given him during his year of office. 
He paid tribute, too, to some of the members who had 
done great work in the past. They had with them all five 
of those who had served as Secretary in the last 25 years— 
A. Tennant, F. H. G. Higton, B. W. Dawkins, C. A. Deas. 
and J. E. Gray. None of those who had not taken office in 
the Association could possibly realise the tremendous amount 
of work that had been put in by those secretaries. Now 
that they had 650 members it was becoming an almost 
impossible task for any one man to act as secretary of the 
Association and do a job of work for an area board at the 
same time; nevertheless Mr, Gray seemed to have managed it. 
and he thought all the others had done so too. 


He was very glad to welcome Mr. W. A. Barnett, the oldest 
member of the Association and one of the founders, of whom 
three were present. Two other tributes were due—one to the 


Continued on p. 266. 
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Eastern Juniors Meet at Cambridge 


HEN the Eastern Junior Gas Association met on 

April 23, it was in their President’s city of Cam- 

bridge, where they were to inspect not only the 
gasworks but one of the best-known firms in Cambridge, 
particularly as far as the gas industry is concerned—the 
Cambridge Instrument Co., Ltd. 


Members assembled in the morning at the gasworks where 
guides were provided for a conducted tour embracing a num- 
ber of items of special interest. First a new completely auto- 
matic Humphreys and Glasgow carburetted water gas plant, 
having a rated capacity of 3 mill. cu.ft. per day, was seen 
nearing completion. This plant has been accommodated in 
an extension to the existing water gas house in such a way that 
the two existing units can be replaced, in due course, by units 
identical with the one now being installed. 


The extensions to the plant, besides incorporating a new 
blower room and exhauster and pump room, include the pro- 
vision of new overhead coke bunkers with approximately 16 
hours storage. These will be supplied by a traversing skip 
hoist handling 15 tons of coke per hour. The two older units 
will, in future, be supplied from these hoppers. As this unit 
of plant is the first step in the major development of the 
works (which will include new carbonising plant), the oppor- 
tunity has been taken to raise the works steam pressure to 
180 lb. per sq. in. and to commence the change over from 
direct current to alternating current. 


Another interesting item was a Waller Michell crankless com- 
pressor, capable of pumping 300,000 cu.ft. of gas per hour at 
19 lb. per sq. in. and driven by a 280 h.p. Sisson engine, and 
the saving of steam, amounting to about £400 per annum 
resulting from the installation of distant pressure recorders, was 
explained to members. These recorders indicate the pressures 
in the medium pressure main at points about eight miles north 
and south of the gasworks and permit the compressors to be 
operated at minimum speeds to maintain specified pressures at 
the extremities of the mains. 


The visitors’ attention was also directed to the static vertical 
retort house where four retorts are being demolished prior 
to the first rebuild since they were installed in 1943. The 
steps taken to reduce fuel consumption by incorporation of 
front wall recuperators for secondary air, and by insulating 
various external surfaces, were explained. A saving of about 
2,000 tons of coke per annum is expected, when the measures 
have been applied to the whole house. Further experiments 
are being carried out to reduce the heat loss from the jointing 
material used between the insulating bricks, the surfaces of 
which are some 100°C. to 120°C. cooler than the jointing 
material. 

The distribution centre was also visited and the operation 
of the fittings stores described. Fitters’ material is prepared 
Overnight in individual trays which are passed by the store- 
keepers direct to the fitters each morning, thus enabling over 
50 gasfitters to be supplied in about 20 minutes, so that they 
Spend the minimum time in the centre. 


A visit was also paid to the Wilton coil still tar distillation 
plant, where 40 tons of crude tar per day are treated to pro- 
duce road tar of certificated quality conforming to the current 
British Standard Specification for Road Tar. 


_ At lunch, held at the Dorothy Café, the menibers were 
Joined by several visitors, chief among them being Mr. 





J. Hunter Rioch, Divisional General Manager, Cambridge 
Division, who perhaps more than anyone else was responsible 
for the formation of the Association. 


At the conclusion of the meal the PRESIDENT made particular 
reference to the distinctions achieved by two members during 
the past year. Mr. S. L. Porter’s paper on water-tar emulsion 
had been chosen by the Institution of Gas Engineers for inclu- 
sion in their symposium of short papers, to be presented at the 
June meeting. Also, Mr. R. F. Robinson had been awarded 
the Silver Medal of the Society of British Gas Industries for 
his paper, ‘Some Aspects of Design and Construction in Gas- 
works.’ 


Mr. Winch then expressed his pleasure at the presence at the 
gathering of Mr. Hunter Rioch and mentioned the efforts for 
which he had been made a Life Honorary Member of the 
Association. 


Responding to their good wishes, Mr. HUNTER RIOCH said 
how pleased he was to learn of the achievements of Mr. Porter 
and Mr. Robinson; this surely augured well for the future of 
the Association. He felt that thanks should go to their Presi- 
dent for his excellent leadership during the current session. 


A vote of thanks to the Eastern Gas Board and to Mr. Rioch 
was proposed by Mr. Anderton (Great Yarmouth), Vice- 
President of the Association. 


Instrument Works Tour 


Later members toured the works of the Cambridge Instru- 
ment Co., Ltd., at Chesterton Road. 


The tour commenced with the instrument shop where among 
the devices inspected were measuring microscopes, cathoto- 
meters, rocking microtomes, and celluloid recording apparatus. 
From there visitors were conducted to the research department 
where they were provided with an opportunity of inspecting a 
considerable number of instruments under development, among 
them the electric micrometer, special gas analysis apparatus, 
and surface tension equipment. In the gas analysis depart- 
ment, which was the next section visited, indicating and record- 
ing CO, outfits, portable CO, and temperature indicators, the 
exhaust gas indicator, and dissolved oxygen apparatus were 
seen. 


The next port of call, the test room, was of particular 
interest. Here, undergoing rigid tests, were seen fluxometers, 
surface pyrometers, humidity recorders, temperature indicators, 
cardiographs, magnetic oxygen recorders, and such apparatus 
as the Lindemann electrometer, the Paschen galvanometer, the 
Whipple indicator, and the Compton electrometer. 


At the mercury in steel department visitors were able to 
study, in various processes of manufacture, indicating and 
recording thermometers, pressure and draught gauges and 
recorders, and temperature regulators. Lastly, members were 
shown some of the instruments made at the Company’s London 
works, such devices as spot galvanometers, resistance boxes, 
the pattern O.T. multi-range milliameter, etc. 


The tour completed, the visitors assembled in the canteen 
where they were entertained to tea. 


Extending the sincere thanks of the Association to their hosts, 
the PRESIDENT said that although the name of the Cambridge 
Instrument Company had been well known in the gas industry 
for as long as he could remember, it was very rarely that 


































































